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Social work regulation in the U.S. and Canada

Clinical, Masters and Baccalaureate License — 38 U.S. jurisdictions
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Clinical, Masters, Baccalaureate and Associate/Non-SW Certification — 5 U.S. jurisdictions
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Clinical, Baccalaureate, Associate/Non-SW Certification — 1 state
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Clinical and Baccalaureate License — 1 state
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IClinical licensees may apply for the private independent clinical practice license

2 Masters licensees may apply for the independent practice designation
3Baccalaurate licensees may apply for the independent practice designation
“Clinical and master’s licensees may apply for the independent practice designation
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SMasters and baccalaureate licensees may apply for the independent non-clinical practice designation
6 Clinical licensees may apply for psychotherapy “R” privilege

7Jurisdiction has masters license and advanced practice macro masters license

8 Jurisdiction has masters license and two advanced practice macro masters licenses

9Advanced macro practice is the only masters license

10Registered social workers may apply for the private practice designation

1 egislation to add one or more license categories adopted in 2021; regulations pending

12The LSW encompasses both bachelors and masters practice

Revised 03/02/2023



