
 

 

 

 

 
Social Work Full Commission Special Meeting – Minutes 

 
 

Date: September 4th, 1:00pm – 4:00pm ET 
Location: Zoom 
 

Welcome & Call to Order Chair 
 

• Chair welcomes all the commissioners and calls the meeting to order. 
State/ 
Organization 

Full Name Present Vote on 
Qualifying 
National 
Exam 
Rule 

Vote on Data 
System 
Vendor 
InspiringApps 

  

Alabama Rachel Dickinson      
Arizona Tobi Zavala X  Y   
Arkansas Kristen Allen X Y    
Colorado Reina Sbarbaro-

Gordon 
     

Connecticut Chris Andresen X Y Y   
Georgia Deborah Sills X Y Y   
Iowa Tony Alden X Y Y   
Kansas David Fye X Y Y   
Louisiana Hyacinth Mckee X Y Y   
Kentucky Hank Cecil X Y Y   
Maine Angela Fileccia X Y Y   
Maryland Karen Richards X Y Y   
Minnesota Youa Yang X Y Y   
Missouri Justin Bennett X N Y   
Mississippi Veronica Knowles X Y Y   
New 
Hampshire 

Ashley 
Czechowicz 

X Y Y   

Nebraska Maiya Baumann X Y Y   
North 
Carolina 

Elizabeth Pope X Y Y   

North Dakota Jennifer Boeckel X A Y   
New Jersey Suzelle Brown X Y Y   
Oklahoma James Marks X Y Y   
Ohio Kevin Fowler X Y Y   



 

 

Rhode Island Barry Noel X Y Y   
South Dakota Kelli Willis X Y Y   
Tennessee Tara Watson X Y Y   
Vermont  Noura Eltabbakh X Y Y   
Virginia Jaime Hoyle X Y Y   
Washington Lana Crawford X Y Y   
ASWB Jennifer Henkel X     
NASW Karen 

Goodenough 
X     

CSWA Laura Groshong X     
 
Review and Adopt Agenda* 

 
Chair 

• Chair introduces agenda and proposed amendment to agenda 
• Samantha Nance introduces amendment to agenda to give a legislative update 

and introduce the new commissioner and confirm that there are no issues with 
respect to their participation 

• Tony Alden makes a motion to accept the agenda as amended. 
• David Fye seconds the motion 
• Motion passes.  

 
Review and Adopt Prior Meeting 
Minutes* 

 
Chair 

• Chair asks for a motion to adopt minutes from the previous meeting 
• David Fye makes a motion to adopt the minutes with a few grammatical changes 

o Consistency between “moved” and “motioned” on page 5 and 6 to change 
to “moved” across the board 

• Hyacinth Mckee seconds the motion with those changes. 
• Motion passes. 

 
New State Commissioners 

 
Interim Legal Counsel 

• Samantha Nance introduces the topic and the process for reviewing the statutory 
language for states that enact the compact 

• Samantha gives recommendation that commission proceeds with membership of 
these states without any limitations their membership and recommend a motion 
for those new states commissioners to be confirmed. 

o North Carolina 
o Oklahoma 
o Mississippi 
o New Jersey 
o North Dakota 
o Arkansas 
o Maryland 

• James Marks makes a motion to accept the commissioner’s participation. 



 

 

• David Fye seconds the motion. 
• Motion passes. 

 
Committee Reports 
Rules Committee 
Finance Committee 

 
Chair 

Committee Chair 
Committee Chair 

 
•  Dr. Mckee gives overview of rules committee update including rules that rules 

committee has drafted since last meeting 
o Qualifying National Exam Rule 
o Rotating Ex-oUicio Seat Rule 
o Uniform Dataset Rule 

• Dr. Mckee thanks the Rules Committee for their support and introduces the draft 
rule on the Qualifying National Exam definition 

• Fowler introduces what the Finance committee has dealt with so far including 
o Drafting a fundraising letter 
o Reviewing RFP responses for data system 
o Draft budget 

 
Public Hearing on Rule on Qualifying 
National Exam 

 
Chair 

 
• Chair introduces the agenda item and mentions that the speakers are limited to 

two minutes and reminds that this public comment period will be only regarding 
the draft rule on the Qualifying National Exam.  

• Chair asks Samantha to give an introduction on the draft Rule that is being 
presented for public comment 

• Samantha Nance gives and overview and history of the rule and procedures 
regarding the Rule on Rulemaking.  

• Kaitlyn Bison, CSG introduces how many people requested to provide public 
comment.  

• Brian Philson provides public comment. 
o They recommend that the ASWB exam be accepted as the Qualifying 

national Exam.  
• Matthew DeCarlo provides public comment. 

o They comment that Section 2 of the draft rule about the substantial 
equivalence is insuUicient and recommends changes to add reviewing the 
requirements for validation and other testing standards.  

• Stephan Viehweg provides public comment. 
o They support the defining of the ASWB exam as the Qualifying National 

Exam for the compact as it provides a consistent benchmark competence 
assessment.  

• Jennifer Klafehn provides public comment. 



 

 

o They provide support for standardized exams as rigorous standard for 
licensure.  

Rule on the Qualifying National Exam* 
 

Chair/ Interim Legal Counsel 

• Chair ask for discussion regarding the draft rule.  
• Justin Bennett points out that those providing public comment in favor for the 

exam are individuals associated with ASWB.  
o Bennett provides concerns with accepting the ASWB exam as the 

Qualifying National Exam. 
o Bennett recommends having the ASWB participate in a similar process to 

the Compact Commission for a level of oversight and accountability to the 
Commission. 

o Bennett confirms with legal counsel that the Commission could consider 
another exam or alternative pathways in the future. 

• David Fye finds it optimistic to hear so many positive comments in support of the 
ASWB exam and that there was no opposition to the advanced generalist exam 
will be treated at examination for master’s level license and there was at least one 
state that has used that exam for clinical level practice. 

• Chair asks for any further questions or comments and receives none. 
• Chair asks Kaitlyn Bison, CSG to facilitate roll call vote.  
• Motion passes. 

 
Review of RFP Responses for the Data 
System** 

 

 
Chair 

• Chair asks Samantha Nance to introduce the topic and the need for closed 
session.  

• Samantha Nance recommends the need to go into closed session to discuss the 
next agenda item since there will be discussion of a contract and prosperity 
information in the RFP responses. 

• Chair asks for a motion to go into closed session on those grounds. 
• Barry Noel makes a motion to go into closed session. 
• Tony Alden seconds the motion. 
• Motion passes.  
• Chair asks Kaitlyn Bison, CSG to provide logistical information regarding going 

into closed session.  
o Kaitlyn Bison asks the commissioners to check their email inboxes for a 

separate meeting link and join that meeting.  
<Commission goes into closed session.> 

• Barry Noel makes a motion to go back into open session. 
• Kelli Willis seconds the motion. 
• Motion passes. 



 

 

• Chair asks for motion to choose a vendor for the data system based on 
discussions in closed session. 

• Justin Bennett makes motion to make a vote to proceed with contract 
negotiations with vendor InspiringApps for creation of a compact data system.   

• Kevin Fowlers seconds the motion. 
• Chair asks for any discussion and receives none. 
• Chair asks Kaitlyn Bison to facilitate a roll call vote. 
• Motion passes. 

 
Implementation Guide* 

 

 
Chair/ CSG 

• Chair introduces the implementation guide as an FAQ for states on steps to 
implementing the compact. 

• Samantha Nance clarifies that this is more like a policy and not a governance 
document from the commission so does not have the same weight as a rule but 
would be an oUicial policy from the commission.  

• Justin Bennett asks given this guide would change may it always come back or 
could motion allow for Executive committee make any changes. 

o Chair confirms that the motion could be worder to reflect that.   
• Justin Bennett makes motion to adopt as written now but to give permission to the 

Executive Committee to edit as new information becomes available.  
• Tobi Zavala seconds. 

o David Fye asks if this will be a fluid document if it would be helpful to have 
dates.   

o Proposes a friendly amendment to add date – seconds with date 
amendment added. 

• Barry Noel has an amendment to the language that finger printing of candidates is 
a requirement. 

• Samantha asks if there is a specific suggested language or if the existing language 
covers that. 

• Barry Noel provides his reasoning for the inclusion, stating that the only way to 
identify an individual is fingerprinting, and wants to ensure that that requirement 
is not removed from the implantation guide.  

• Samantha Nance clarifies that it cannot be removed because that requirement is 
already in the statute 

• Angela Fileccia asks to clarify is this a summary of the statue and only includes 
language from the statue. 

o Chair says yes meant to be FAQ. 
• Motion passes. 

 
Delegate Questions and Comments 

 

 
Chair 

• Chair asks for any final questions and receives none.  



 

 

Public Comments Chair 
 

• No public comments received. 
 
 
 
Adjourn* 

 
 
 

Chair 
• Chair thanks the commission for productive meeting and asks for a motion to 

adjourn.  
• Elizabeth Pope makes a motion to adjourn. 
• Kelli Wilis seconds the motion. 
• Motion passes. 

 
* Indicates agenda item requires a Commission vote 
** Indicates that the Commission will go into closed session 
 
 
 


