
 
 

 

 

 
SW Joint Rules/Finance Committee – Minutes 

 

 

Date: April 24, 2026, 1:30 pm to 3:00pm ET   

Location: Zoom 

 
1:30pm- 1:32pm Welcome & Call to Order Chair 

 
• The meeting was called to order at 1:35pm ET.  

   
1:32pm -1:35pm Roll Call CSG 

 
State/ Affiliation Name Present 

FINANCE COMMITTEE   
Ohio Kevin Fowler, Treasurer X 
Arizona Tobi Zavala X 
Rhode Island Barry Noel X 
Mississippi Veronica Knowles X 
Maryland Karen Richards X 
Tennessee  Ashley Childers Not present 
Kansas David Fye X 
RULES COMMITTEE   
Missouri Justin Bennett, Rules Chair X 
Minnesota Youa Yang X 
Maine Angela Fileccia Not present 
Kansas David Fye X 
 

• Dan Logsdon, Kaitlyn Bison, and Imani Smith of CSG are present. Samantha 
nance (legal counsel) and Jay Phillips of EMWN Law are present. 

• Justin Bennett noted that he has been appointed as the new Rules Chair, by the 
Commission Chair, per a change of commissioner by Louisiana. 

 
 
1:35pm – 1:40pm 

 
Review and Adopt Agenda* 

 
Chair 

 
• Jusin Bennett moves to adopt the agenda, Barry Noel seconds. Motion carries. 
 

 
1:40pm – 1:45pm 

 
Review on Draft Rule on Fees 

 

https://csg-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B4Ku_an1Td6wEgbmvKlV4A


 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Chair/Legal 
Counsel 

• Kevin Fowler presents the rule, noting process for collecting and remitting fees per 
states’ fees combined with the commission’s administrative fee.  

o Annual Assessment provision has been removed to effectuate the process 
of determining fees.  

o Section 5.2 - Kevin Fowler proposes a fee amount per previous revenue 
considerations by the finance committee, and potential lowering costs 
later.  

 
1:45pm - 2:20pm                           Draft Rule on Fees: Discussion                         Chair 
 

▪ Justin Bennett notes he had anticipated a higher fee amount; Asked 
about considerations for an initial fee versus a renewal fee for 
states. 

▪ Youa Yang asks about authority of commission to later alter the fee 
amount.  

• Legal Counsel notes previous discussion in another 
commission, per reassessment around the necessity of 
change. Advises explicit acknowledgement of how the fee is 
used and may be changed in sections A or B. 

▪ David Fye notes context of the Finance Committee’s considerations 
in pursuing a fee kept relatively low per additional background 
checks and volume of interests by practitioners.  

▪ Barry Noel notes that the fee should be higher, per practitioners 
who are licensed in multiple states. 

▪ Justin Bennett notes satisfaction with a lower fee. Asks about a 
definition added for the transaction processing fees (credit cards 
fees, database system changes, etc) 

• Kevin Fowler notes such would fall under the member states’ 
fees processing. 

▪ Tobi Zavala notes that fee could be higher , and reiterates that each 
state may have differing needs.  

▪ David Fye notes defined terms and partial uses: “member state fee” 
in Section 5.2 (A); Section 5.2 (C) and (D). 

• Some states where states waive fees for military spouses, 
advises clarifying language for responsibility of the fee and 
remission. 

o Kevin Fowler agrees with the clarifying language. 
o Justin Bennett notes additional feedback needed on 

state fee changes per their processes. 



 
 

 

o Kevin Fowler notes Section 5.4, and previous removal of annual 
assessment provisions.  

 

▪ Language changes including 30 day period for state’s reconciliation 
process and fee remittance.  

• David Fye notes the previous 15-day process wasn’t clear on 
the process, nor amenable for state administrators. Notes 
“administrative fee” grammatical adjustment. 

• Justin Bennett asks Tobi Zavala about state’s fee collection 
process per another compact commission.  

o David Fye notes another example of processes 
directionality of collection and remittance.  

o Justin Bennett asks questions about if fees are 
collected via the data system, and if a state does not 
remit fees to the compact commission.  

▪ Kaitlyn Bison iterates fee collection per the 
Uniform Data Set and not through the 
multistate model.  

▪ David Fye notes Section 13.B (1) of the model 
legislation regarding defaulting states as a 
usable provision if states fail to remit; 
proposes additional, specific language. 

▪ Justin Bennett notes that collecting fees 
through the data system may streamline the 
process, mitigating issues with commission 
personnel changes, and ensuring collection. 

• Tobi Zavala notes potential issues with 
larger states.  

• Legal Counsel notes protection for 
licensees; Compliance issues may 
linger but may jeopardize commission 
funding. Notes further, larger 
discussion may be useful regarding 
compliance.  

• David Fye notes Section 15.F 
protections. 

▪ Tobi Zavala asks about risks and benefits with 
privilege models. Katilyn Bison refers question 
to Legal Counsel who notes variability in 
models with the multistate model and fee 
collection. 



 
 

 

• David Fye notes differing designs per 
differing models in other compacts, 
and technical issues. Clarity of 
language, and processes of data, per 
counseling compact commission. 

 

• Kaitlyn Bison reiterates questions from 
discussion will become more apparent 
through development of the data 
system.  

• Kevin Fowler presents Section 5.6.  
o Justin Bennett asks about inclusion of public comment during a potential 

fee change period.  
o Legal Counsel clarifies the process for multiple public comment 

opportunities as the rule change progresses. 
 
2:20pm – 2:30pm                         Delegate Questions and 
                                                               Comments 
                                                                                      

• Justin Bennett asks if this rule will go back to the Finance Committee meeting, 
and then to the Rules Committee.  

o Kevin Fowler notes the upcoming May 12th finance committee meeting and 
goal of presenting the next full commission meeting.  

 
                                                               Public Questions and 
                                                               Comments 
 

• None provided. 
 
 
2:30pm 

 
Adjourn* 

 
Chair 

 
• Justin Bennett makes motion to adjourn, Barry Noel seconds. Motion carried.  

 

* Indicates agenda item requires Executive Committee vote 


